
Curriculum Web 
 

How to Integrate Other Curricular Areas with Science 
 
Perhaps the most common complaint among elementary school teachers in “There’s not enough time in the day to teach 
everything I’m supposed to teach.” That is true. Elementary school teachers are asked to teach everything. 
 
To many educators, curriculum integration is the solution. Developing a multidisciplinary unit around a science topic helps 
to save time. 
 
The curricular integration ideas may be developed by the classroom teacher, a group of teachers, of even partially by the 
students themselves. Development of ideas is usually accomplished through brainstorming and using the curriculum web 
model provided here. 
 
The teacher may wish to start with two or three related areas at first. When he or she sees how a well-planned, integrated 
classroom unit provides more time for classroom learning and activities, the subject integration will grow. It is truly one 
way to “teach everything.” 
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INTEGRATING CURRICULUM WITH SCIENCE AT THE CORE 
What specific ideas, activities, projects, etc. can be developed for the other 

curriculum areas that will relate to a particular science unit?  
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INTEGRATING CURRICULUM WITH SCIENCE AT THE CORE 
What specific ideas, activities, projects, etc. can be developed for the other 

curriculum areas that can be related to a particular science unit? Some 
examples are… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading 
See “Bibliography of 
Children’s Literature” 

 Physical Education 
Rowing machine activities; 

model boat races 
 

Writing 
Research of historical boats; 
sea captains; pirates; original 

stories, poems 
 

Environment 
Consequences and clean-up 

methods of oil spills in the 
ocean 

Spelling 
Words from related student 

reading and studies 

Math 
Measuring size, area, volume, 

etc. of various boats; scale 
drawings on graph paper; word 

problems 

Art 
Pictures, collages, murals, 

models 

Social Studies 
The Mayflower, Christopher 
Columbus, slave ships, the 

Titanic, Native American 
canoes, Henry Hudson 

Music 
Various sea chanteys 

“Row, Row, Row Your Boat” 
“Michael Row the Boat 

Ashore” 
“Sit Down, You’re Rocking the 

Boat” 

SCIENCE 
“Buoyancy” Unit 

Other 
 

Plays – enact scenarios from 
reading and historical 

selections 


